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High  Lights  of  the  Study 

Nine  out  of  ten  of  the  rural  young  people  considered  in  this 
study  said  they  would  like  to  join  with  others  of  a  similar 
age  in  forming  an  organization.   The  types  of  interest  that 
they  wished  to  have  included  in  the  program  of  such  a  group 
were:   Successful  farming;  homemaking  problems;  music;  voca- 
tional opportunities  and  choice  of  vocation;  athletics;  social 
activities;  and  personality  development. 

Their  interest  in  an  organization  grew  out  of  problems  that 
they  were  facing  in  their  everyday  lives.   The  most  difficult 
problems  and  the  most  urgent  needs  reported  by  the  young 
people  were:   Opportunity  to  earn  money;  opportunity  to  enter 
chosen  vocation;  getting  additional  education;  opportunity  for 
travel;  and  developing  a  more  attractive  personality. 

These  problems  were,  in  part,  the  result  of  the  following 
situations: 

Eorty  percent  of  the  young  people  who  were  out  of 

school  had  never  attended  high  school. 
Very  few  of  the  young  people  had  entered  their 

chosen  vocation. 
Opportunity  for  employment  away  from  home  was  scarce. 
The  median  annual  money  income  of  young  men  was  $120. 
The  median  annual  money  income  of  young  women  was  $50. 
Spending  money  and  gifts  were  the  major  sources  of 

income  for  56  percent  of  the  young  people. 
Attending  church  and  movies  made  up  two-thirds  of  the 

social  activity  of  the  average  out-of-school  young 

person. 
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SITUATIONS,  PROBLEMS,  AND  INTERESTS 
OE  UNMARRIED  RURAL  YOUNG  PEOPLE 
16-25  YEARS  OP  AGE 


Introduction 
Purpose  of  the  Study- 
It  is  unusual  for  an  individual  to  have  continuous  association 
with  extension  activities  from  girlhood  or  "boyhood  through  youth  to 
adulthood.   4-H  club  work  is  serving  "boys  and  girls.   Home  demonstra- 
tion and  agricultural  programs  are  serving  adults.  Between  these  two 
usuall5r  there  is  an  "in  "between"  period  of  varying  length,  during  which 
comparatively  few  individuals  participate  in  the  extension  program* ■ 

It  was  the  purpose  of  this  study  to  obtain  information  that  would 
help  extension  workers  to  meet  the  needs  of  the  "in  between"  group  more 
effectively.   The  choice  of  ages  15  to  25  and  the  exclusion  of  those  who 
were  married  were  arbitrary  decisions,  necessary  to  successful  adminis- 
tration of  the  study. 

Rural  Youth  in  Maryland 

The  rural  white  population  of  Maryland  16  to  25  years  of  age  in- 
clusive is  approximately  30,000.  A  sixth,  or  17  percent,  are  in  school. 
Slightly  more  than  one-fourth,  27  percent,  are  married.   The  remainder, 
56  percent,  or  approximately  50,000,  are  out  of  school  but  not  married 
(fig.  1). 

As  a  large  number  of  the  farm— reared  youth  migrate  to  urban 
centers,  60  percent  of  the  young  people  between  16  and  25  years  of  age 
are  16  to  20  years  of  age,  and  40  percent  are  21  to  25.   In  the  rural 
nonfarm  group  the  number  21  to  25  years  of  age  is  almost  equal  to  the 
number  16  to  20  years  of  age. 

In  the  out -of -school— not-married  group,  there  are  almost  twice 
as  many  young  men  as  young  women.  The  most  important  reason  for  this 
situation  is  that  the  young  women  marry  at  an  earlier  age. 

Approximately  40  percent  of  the  out-of-school-not-married  group 
live  on  farms  and  60  percent  are  classed  as  rural  nonfarm. 

Among  the  out-of-school-not-married  young  men,  the  number  of  19- 
year-olds  is  greater  than  for  any  other  single  year.  The  number  of  16- 
year-olds  exceeds  the  number  of  24—  and  25-yea.r-olds. 

Among  the  young  women  out  of  school  and  not  married,  the  18-year- 
old  group  is  larger  than  any  other.   The  number  of  16-year-olds  is  greater 
than  the  number  of  23-,  24-,  or  25-year-olds. 


793-37 


mm 


P! 

CD 

a 
p 

o 

a 

03 

El 
O 
Pi 


03 


PI 

0) 

a 


o 

a 

03 
cm 


n3 

M 


Pi 

CD 

s 

O 


O 

a 
3 

O 

PI 


Pi 

CD 

a 
o 


W) 


o 

a 

M 


793-37 


-  3  - 


Method  of  Study 

This  study  is  one  of  seven  1/  made  at  the  suggestion  of  the  Land- 
Grant  College  Committee  on  Older  Youth. §/  The  questionnaire  used  in  the 
study  was  prepared  cooperatively  "by  the  Extension  Service  of  Maryland  and 
the  Section  of  Extension  Studies  and  Teaching,  Division  of  Cooperative  Ex- 
tension, United  States  Department  of  Agriculture. 

Records  were  obtained  "by  members  of  the  extension  staff  of  the 
University  of  Maryland  and  the  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture. 2/ 
Substantially  every  white  unmarried  young  person  16  to  25  years  of  age  in 
the  areas  at  the  time  of  the  study  was  contacted.  Less  than  2  percent  re- 
fused to  give  the  information  desired.   Some  of  the  interviews  occurred  at 
the  schools,  and  others  where  the  young  people  were  working,  but  in  most 
instances  the  interviews  were  at  their  homes  or  on  the  farms  where  they 
lived. 

Areas  Studied 

The  Maryland  Extension  Service  selected  five  counties  that  were 
considered  representative  of  the  principal  types  of  farming  in  the  State. 
Within  each  county  a  representative  area  was  chosen  "by  the  county  extension 
agents  in  conference  with  those  in  charge  of  the  study  (fig.  2). 

Tohacco  growing  is  the  major  agricultural  enterprise  of  Charles 
County.   The  farms  in  the  county  average  140  acres,  hut  crops  are  harvested 
from  less  than  one-fourth  of  this  acreage.  Much  of  the  land  is  wooded, 
idle,  or  eroded.  Diversified  farming  is  the  usual  practice  in  Kent  County. 
Dairying,  cash-grain,  and  truck  crops  are  the  principal  sources  of  income. 


1/  Similar  studies  have  been  conducted  in  Arkansas,  Connecticut,  Iowa, 
Oregon,  South  Carolina,  and  Utah.  The  report  of  the  Connecticut 
study  is  given  in  Extension  Service  Circular  239,  Situations,  prob- 
lems, and  interests  of  unmarried  rural  young  people  16-25  years  of 
age,  by  A.  J.  Brundage  and  M.  C.  Wilson. 

2/  Committee  appointed  November  20,  1935:   L.  R.  Simons,  director  of  ex- 
tension, Hew  York,  chairman;  Maud  S.  Wallace,  home  demonstration 
leader,  Virginia;  R.  K.  Bliss,  director  of  extension,  Iowa;  E.  L, 
Ballard,  vice  director  of  Extension,  Oregon;  Eugene  Merritt,  exten- 
sion economist,  U. S. Department  of  Agriculture. 

3/  Dr.  T.  B.  Manny,  extension  sociologist;  Dorothy  Emerson,  State  girls' 
4-H  club  leader;  E.  G.  Jenkins,  State  boys'  4-H  club  leader;  Mylo 
Downey,  assistant  State  boys'  4-H  club  leader;  Mrs.  V.  C.  Teeter, 
former  home  demonstration  agent;  James  W.  Potts,  national  4-H  club 
fellow,  1935-36;  Gladys  Gallup,  home  economist,  U.  S.  Department  of 
Agriculture;  and  Barnard  Joy,  agriculturist,  U.  S.  Department  of  Agri< 
culture. 
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The  area  surveyed  in  Montgomery  County  was  in  the  northwest  part 
of  the  county,  which  does  not  have  the  suburban  development  found  in  those 
parts  of  the  county  adjacent  to  Washington,  D.  C.   In  the  area  studied, 
the  principal  sources  of  agricultural  income  are  wheat  and  dairying. 

General  farming,  dairying,  sweet  corn,  and  tomatoes  are  the  major 
agricultural  enterprises  of  Talbot  County.   This  county  depends  also  upon' 
its  sea-food  industry  as  an  important  source  of  income.   There  had  been 
an  outward  migration  from  the  area  chosen  for  study,  its  total  population 
having  decreased  nearly  20  percent  since  1900.   Included  in  the  area  sur- 
veyed was  the  fishing  village  of  Tilghman  that  had  a  population  of  approx- 
imately 800. 

The  area  studied  in  Washington  County  was  devoted  principally  to 
general  farming.  The  farm  people  are  largely  of  Pennsylvania  Batch  ex- 
traction and  the  family  pattern  is  usually  patriarchal. 

The  number  of  usable  records  obtained  was  Charles  County,  97; 
Kent  County,  105*  Montgomery  County,  106;  Talbot  County,  123;  and  Wash- 
ington County,  109.   After  obtaining  and  tabulating"  the  records  from 
Tilghman— village  area,  it  was  found  that  the  young  people  in  that  area 
differed  in  many  ways  from  those  in  agricultural  areas.   For  this  reason, 
the  68  records  concerned  are  not  included  in  this  report.   The  remaining 
472  records  were  summarized  as  a  whole. 


Characteristics  of  the  Young  People  Studied 

As  studies^/  similar  to  this  one  are  being  made  of  village  young 
people,  no  attempt  was  made  to  choose  areas  for  study  that  would  yield  a 
proportionate  sample  of  farm  and  rural  nonfarm  youth.   The  areas  were 
principally  agricultural,  but  substantially  all  of  the  young  people  living 
in  the  open  country  but  not  on  farms  and  in  rural  villages-^  in  the  areas 
surveyed  were  included.   Of  the  472  young  people  considered  in  this  report, 
73  percent  lived  on  farms,  16  percent  lived  In  the  open  country  but  not  on 
farms,  and  11  percent  lived  in  rural  villages. 

Pifty-seven  percent  of  the  young  people  interviewed  were  young  men 
and  43  percent  young  women  (table  l).  Forty-one  percent  were  in  school  and 
59  percent  were  out  of  school.  When  all  the  young  people  surveyed  are  con- 
sidered, the  percentage  of  young  men  interviewed  and  the  percentage  of  out— 
of-school  young  people  interviewed  were  smeller  than  the  corresponding  per- 
centages reported  in  the  1930  census.  The  reason  for  this  was  that  more  of 


4/  Studies  of  rural  youth,  15  to  29  years  of  age,  in  45  agricultural  vil- 
lages, planned  and  conducted  by  Dr.  Bruce  Melvin,  in  cooperation 
with  the  American  Youth  Commission,  Columbia  University  Council  on 
Social  Research,  and  W.P.A.   Data  unpublished. 

5/  Group  of  10  or  more  nonfarm  homes  with  total  population  of  2,499  or  less. 
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the  in— school  young  people  were  away  from  home  at  the  time  the  study  was 
made*   More  of  the  young  men  than  of  the  young  women  were  away  from  home. 
For  example,  the  out-of-school  young  men  enrolled  in  C.  C.  C.  camps  were 
included,  in  the  census  "but  were  not  included  in  this  study  because  they 
were  not  living  at  home  at  the  time  the  study  was  made. 

Most  of  the  young  people,  79  percent,  were  "born  in  the  country. 
Seven  percent  had  been  born  in  rural  villages  and  14  percent  in  cities. 
When  asked  the  question,  "Where  would  you  prefer  to  live?",  84  percent 
answered  "In  the  country",  6  percent  answered,  "In  a  village",  and  10  per- 
cent answered,  "In  a  city." 


Family  and  Home  SiUxations 

The  family  situations  of  both  the  young  women  and  the  young  men  inter- 
viewed were  essentially  the  same.  The  fathers  of  92  percent  and  the  mothers 
of  90  percent  of  the  young  people  were  lining.  The  total  number  of  living 
children  at  home  or  elsewhere  averaged  5a>J„  Some  of  these  children  had  left 
home  either  to  marry  or  get  work,  as  the  average  number  of  persons  living  at 
home  except  hired  help  but  including  parents,  children,  and  other  relatives, 
was  5.8.   Of  these,  3.2  were  under  21  years  of  age. 

Although  73  percent  of  the  young  people  lived  on  farms,  only  61  per- 
cent reported  "farmer"  as  the  occupation  of  their  fathers.  An  additional 
1  percent  were  sons  or  daughters  of  farm  laborers.   Father's  occupations 
other  than  farming  were  as  follows:   Professions,  2  percent;  proprietors, 
managers,  and  officials,  4  percent;  clerks  and  kindred  workers,  3  percent; 
skilled  workers  and  foremen,  9  percent;  semiskilled  workers,  1  percent;  un- 
skilled workers,  8  percent;  not  gainfully  employed,  2  percent;  and  employ- 
ment status  unknown,  1  percent.  Eight  percent  of  the  fathers  were  not  living- 

The  average  home  had  eight  rooms,  and  64  percent  of  the  young  people 
had  bedrooms  which  were  not  shared  with  another  person.  Approximately  one- 
third  of  the  homes  were  equipped  with  telephones,  electric  lights,  or  running 
water.  There  were  bathrooms  in  24  percent  of  the  homes  and  radios  in  62  per- 
cent. A  larger  percentage  of  the  young  people  who  were  in  school  lived  in 
homes  with  modern  conveniences  than  those  of  the  same  age  who  were  out  of 
school  (table  2).   It  is  probable  that  the  economic  situation  that  made  it 
possible  for  the  family  to  have  modern  conveniences  also  made  it  possible  for 
the  16-,  17-,  and  18-year-old  sons  and  daughters  to  continue  their  schooling. 

Most  of  the  young  people  (91  percent)  were  living  under  the  parental 
roof.   Six  percent  were  living  with  other  relatives,  and  3  percent  were  liv- 
ing elsewhere,  frequently  with  an  employer. 
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'Table  2. — Home  conditions  of  rural  young  people 


item 


"Both  young  men  and 
young  women 


Total 


In 
school 
16-17 


Cut  of 
school 
16-17 


Number  of  records 

Percentage  having  - 

Banning  water  in  home 

Bathroom  in  home , 

Electric  lights  in  heme , 

Telephone  in  home 

Badio  in  home 

Own  bedroom 

Percentage  living  with  - 

Parents 

Other'  relatives j 

Employer 

Other 

Percentage  having  - 

Mother  living 

Pather  living 

Percentage  living  with  parents  in  owned  home 
Average  number  of  brothers  and  sisters 

living 


472 


32. 

C 

25, 

7 

36. 

0 

^ 
«-i<j  t 

0 

62. 

1 

63. 

8 

91. 

4 

c 

o, 

1 

0.6 

90.2 
91.7 

51.3 

4.8 


164 


3.7 


66 


37.8 

13.6 

26.8 

10. 6 

40.8 

25.8 

40.8 

28.8 

66.5 

48.5 

72. C 

45.4 

92.7 

84.8 

6.7 

6.1 

- 

7.6 

0*6 

1.5 

32.7 

87.9 

92.7 

83.  o 

54.9 

36.4 

5. 9 


Educational  and  Occupational  Situations 

Educational  Desires  of  Young  People  in  School 

Of  the  young  people  in  school  96  percent  were  in  high  school,  most 
of  them  juniors  or  seniors.   Three  percent  were  in  college  and  living  at 
home,  and  1  percent  were  in  elementary  school.   Almost  all  of  the  students 
were  planning  to  finish  high  school  and  12  percent  were  definitely  planning 
to  go  to  college.   An  additional  6  percent  were  definitely  planning  for 
nurse's  training,  business  college,  or  some  other  type  of  special  training 
after  finishing  high  school.   In  addition,  35  percent  desired  or  hoped  to  go 
to  college,  and  21  percent  desired  or  hoped  for  nursing,  business,  or  special 
training,  but  this  group  had  no  definite  plans  for  obtaining  this  additional 
education. 


Education  Completed  by  Out-of-School  Group 

The  out-of-school  young  people  were  less  favored  in  the  matter  of 
formal  education.   Thirty-seven  percent  were  high-school  graduates,  23  per- 
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cent  had  some  high-school  training  out  did  not  graduate,  and  40  percent 
had  received  no  high-school  training  (table  3).   The  young  women  had  more 


Table  3. — Schooling  completed  by  out -of -school 
unmarried  rural  white  youth  15-25 


1 1  em 


Percentage  who  have  completed: 

Schooling  more  advanced  than  high  school. 
Pour  years  of  high  school 


Young  I  Young 
men   women 


8.1 
22,0 

One  to  three  years  of  high  school 26.0 

26.6 
17.3 


Seven  or  eight  grades  of  elementary  school, 
Six  grades  or  less  of  elementary  school..., 


Total 


100. C 


15.9 
31.8 
18.7 
28.0 
5.6 


Both 


11.1 
25.7 
23.2 
27.1 
12.9 


100.0  I  100.0 


schooling  than  the  young  men  with  48  percent  of  them  high-school  graduates 
compared  with  30  percent  of  the  young  men. 

Educational  'Desires  of  Young  People  out  of  School 

Only  5  percent  of  the  out-of-school  young  people  were  planning  to 
return  to  school,  but  an  additional  22  percent  desired  or  hoped  for  addi— 
tional  formal  education.   Among  this  group  there  was  about  equal  interest 
in  further  high-school  work,  college,  and  nursing,  business,  or  special 
training. 


Vocational  Home  Economics  and  Agriculture 

Home  economics  was  a  popular  study  with  the  young  women  in  school 
as  88  percent  of  them  had  taken  this  course  for  an  average  of  2,0  years. 
The  54  percent  of  the  out-of-school  young  women  who  had  taken  home  economics 
averaged  2,4  years.   Agriculture  was  not  offered  in  all  the  high  schools 
serving  the  areas  studied  and  did  not  have  so  broad  an  appeal  as  home 
economics.   The  34  percent  of  the  young  men  in  school  who  chose  this  sub- 
ject had  taken  it  for  an  average  of  2.5  years.   The  19  percent  of  the 
young  men  not  in  school  who  had  taken  agriculture  averaged  1.6  years. 


Occupational  Situation  of  Young  Men 

Of  the  173  young  men  out  of  school,  129  lived  on  farms.   Based  upon 
their  employment  records  for  the  previous  year,  7  of  those  who  lived  on  farms 
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were  operating  farms,  12  were  employed  as  farm  laborers,  15  had  other  employ- 
ment away  from  home,  and  95  were  working  on  the  home  farm.   A  general  farm- 
management  appraisal  of  the  farm  enterprises  on  each  of  these  farms  indicated 
that  of  the  95  young  men  working  at  home,  54  were  profitably  employed  the  year 
round,  30  were  profitably  employed  for  3  to  6  months,  and  11  were  on  farms  where 
the  father  could  have  done  all  the  labor  without  extra  help. 

Some  of  the  farm  youth,  whose  principal  employment  during  the  past 
year  was  away  from  home,  had  helped  with  the  work  on  the  home  farm.   Table  4 
gives  the  occupational  data  for  all  the  young  men.  The  unskilled-labor  group 
includes  four  who  had  spent  the  major  portion  of  the  last  year  at  a  C.  C.  C. 
camp.   A  number  of  young  men  whose  homes  were  in  the  areas  surveyed  were  at 
C.  C.  G.  camp  at  the  time  the  study  was  made.   They  were  not  included  in  the 
study  because  they  were  not  resident  in  the  area. 


Table  4. -—Occupational  situations  and  preferences  -  young  men 


Ou 

t  of  school 

In  sc 

hool 

Occupational 
situation- 

Occupation 

during 

last 

year* 

Probable 
occupation 
for  next 
5  years 

Occupa- 
tional 

preference 

Probable 
occupation 
for  next 
5  years 

Occupa- 
tional 

preference 

Percentage  indicating: 
Panning  

72.2 
0.6 
1.7 
4.6 

4.1 

2.3 

11.0 

3.5 

62.4 
1.2 
0.6 

3.5 

2. 3 

7.5 
1.7 

11.0 
9.8 

::x 

50.3 

7.5 

6.4 

2.3 

17.4 
4.6 
2.3 
9.2 

XX 

32.3 

41.7 

2.1 

1.0 

4.2 

3.1 
2.1 

11.4 
2.1 

XX 

24.0 

_ 

Professions.!  workers. . 
Pr opr i  e  t or s ,  manage r  s , 

Clerks  and  kindred 
workers 

33.3 
7.3 
9.4 

Skilled  workers  and 

16.6 

Semiskilled  workers. . . 
Unskilled  laborers. . . . 

2.1 
7.3 

Not  gainfully  employed 

XX 

*  Many  worked  at  the  occupa.tion  cited,  only  a  portion  of  the  year, 


"that  occupation  would  you  like  to  follow  for  your  life  work?" 
"Farming"  was  the  answer  that  50.3  percent  of  the  young  men  out  of  school  gave 
to  this  question.   Only  24.0  percent  of  the  young  men  in  school  reported  that 
farming  was.  their  occupational  choice.   The  33.3  percent  of  the  young  men  in 
school  who  gave  a  profession  as  their  first  choice  of  occupation  were  divided 
as  follows:   10.4  percent,  engineering;  5.2  percent,  medicine;  3.1  percent,  law. 
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and  14.6  percent,  other  professional  work.  -  Professional  occupations  were 
the  choice  of  only  7.5  percent  of  the  young,  men  out  of  school. 

"What  will  you  probably  he  doing  during  the  next  5  years?"   "Farming" 
was  the  answer  of  62.4  percent  of  the  young  men  out  of  school  and  32.3  per- 
cent of  the  young  men  in  school.   In  the  case  of  "both  groups  approximately 
10  percent  who  preferred  other  occupations  probably  will  be  engaged  in  farm- 
ing. In  addition,  approximately  10  percent  who  preferred  other  occupations 
expected  to  be  engaged  in  unskilled  labor,  or,  as  the  young  men  usually 
answered,  "Any  kind  of  work  I  can  find." 


Occupational  Situation  of  Young  Women 

Of  the  107  young  women  who  were  out  of  school  there  were  four  who 
were  the  homemakers  of  the  family  because  the  mother  had  died.  Inuring  the 
past  year  20  of  the  other  103  had  been  employed  for  100  days  or  more,  14  had 
from  50  to  99  days?  employment,  14  had  employment  for  less  than  50  days,  and 
55  had  no  gainful  employment  away  from  home. 

The  types  of  regular  employment  (100  days  or  more)  reported  were: 
Housework,  6;  teaching  school,  7;  secretarial,  2;  and  other,  5.   Five  of 
those  employed  50  to  99  days  did  housework;  3  clerked  in  stores;  2  worked 
in  a  pajama  factory;  and  4  had  other  employment  (table  5). 

To  be  a  homemaker  was  the  occupational  preference  of  39.3  percent 
of  the  young  women  out  of  school  and  6.3  percent  of  the  young  women  in  school. 
Sixty  percent  of  the  young  women  out  of  school  -thought  that  during  the  next 
5  years  they  would  i)robably  be  doing  housework  or  have  the  responsibility 
of  a  home, 

Nursing  was  the  most  popular  occupation  among  the  young  women  in 
school  with  31.3  percent  reporting  it  as  their  first  choice.   It  was  the 
choice. of  17,8  percent  of  those  out  of  school.   In  both  groups  only  a  small 
percentage  (4.0)  expected  to  become  nurses  during  the  next  5  years. 

Stenographic  and  secretarial  work  was  the  occupational  choice  of 
26.0  percent  of  those  in  school  and  10.3  percent  of  those  who  were  out. 
Teaching  was  the  preference  of  17.7  percent  of  those  in  school  and  11.2  per- 
cent of  the  young  women  out  of  school. 
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Table  5,-»-Gccupational  situations  and  preferences  -  young  women 


4 


Out  of  school 

■  ■  -—  . .,.,  —  -. — , — . — . — . — .  .   ■  ■     ■  ^.. 

In  school 

Occupation 

Probable 

Occupa- 

Probable 

Occupa- 

Occupational 

during 

occupation 

tional 

occupation 

tional 

situation 

last 

for  next 

prefer- 

for next 

prefer- 

year* 

5  years 

ence 

5  years 

ence 

Percentage 

indicating: 

Homemakers  or 

houseworkers. . . 

84.1 

59.8 

39.2 

14.6 

6. 3 

1.9 

6.5 

5.6 

3.7 
6.4 

17.8 
11.2 

55.2 
4.2 
3.1 

_^ 

31.3 

17.7 

Other  profession- 

- 

- 

1.9 

- 

5.2 

Proprietors,  man- 

agers, and 

- 

- 

-r 

- 

2.1 

Secretarial  work- 

1..9 

3.7 

10.3 

15.6 

26.0 

Clerks  and  kind- 

red workers. . . . 

1.9 

3.7 

8.4 

2.1 

3.1 

Skilled  laborers . 

- 

- 

0  °. 

- 

1.0 

Semiskilled 

- 

1.9 

4.7 

1.1 

1.0 

Unskilled  labor- 

1.9 

XX 

4.7 

8,4 

5.6 

1.0 
3.1 

— 

6,  3 

Hot  gainfully 

1,9 

XX 

XX 

XX 

XX 

I I    I I  I 

Many  worked  at  the  occupation  cited  a  portion  of  the  year  only. 


ECONOMIC  STATUS  OP  RURAL  YOUTH 

Money  Income  of  Rural  Young  People 

There  was  a  wide  variation  in  the  amount  of  incomes  received  by 
'different  individuals  of  the  same  age  and  sex.   This  was  particularly  true 
of  those  who  were  22  or  older  (tables  6  and  7).   This  variation  had  little 
or  no  relationship  to  the  school  status  of  the  individual.   The  median  in- 
come for  in-school  and  out-of-school  groups  of  young  people  of  the  same  age 
and  sex  was  approximately  the  same. 


793-37 


-  13  - 


Table  6. — Total  money  income  of  young  women 


Income 


Dollars 

0  -   24. V 

25  -   49 

50  -   74 

75  -   99 

100  -  149 

150  ~  199 

200  -  249 

250  -  299 

300  -  399 

400  -  499 , 

500  -  749 

750  -  999 

1 ,  000  -1 ,249 

1,250  or  more. 

Total 

Average 

Median 


Humber  of  cases  hy  age  groups 


16-17  (18-19 


28 

26 

13 

6 

1 


116 
45 
40 


f 


7 
9 
10 
3 
5 
1 
1 


39 
102 


20-21 


o 
2 

4 

1 
1 


32-23124-35 


20    14  j   14 
139  j  214  j  426 
64  |  106   133 
I i 


Total 


Number 


55 

41 

41 

17 

22 

3 

9 

2 

p 


203 
103 

50 


Percent* 
age 


27.1 

20.2 

20.2 

8.4 

10.8 

1.5 

4.4 

1.0 

1.0 

1.5 

2.9 
1.0 


100.0 
xx 


6/ 

The  median—' income  showed  a  steady  annual  increase  of  approximately 

20  percent  as  the  young  people  grow  older.   This  was  true  in  the  ca.se  of 
"both  young  men  and  young  women. 

The  median  money  income  of  the  young  men  was  approximately  two  and 
a  half  times  o.s  much  as  the  income  of  young  women  of  the  same  age.  The  few 
young  women  who  had  regular  employment  received  incomes  that  were  equal  or 
nearly  eqxxal  to  those  of  the  young  men  of  the  same  age  who  had  regular  em- 
ployment.  The  median  income  for  young  women  20  to  25  /ears  of  age  falls  in 
the  group  of  those  not  employed  and  is  considerably  lever  than  the  average. 
Five  percent  of  the  young  women  and  15  percent  of  the  young  men  had  incomes 
of  $400  or  more.   More  than  two-thirds  (67.5  percent)  of  the  young  women  and 
28.5  percent  of  the  young  men  had  annual  incomes  of  less  than  $75. 


6/  In  measures  of  cash  income,  the  median  is  a  "better  measure  of  central 
tendency  than  the  average  (arithmetic  mean).   A  few  relatively  high 
incomes  result  in  an  arithmetic  mean  which  is  higher  than  72  percent 
of  all  the  cases.   The  median  is  the  middle  case.   Fifty  percent  of 
the  individuals  have  incomes  higher  than  the  median,  and  fifty  percent 
have  incomes  that  are  lower. 


793-37 


H 


-  14  - 


, 


Table  7. — Total  money  income  of  young  men 


! 
Income 

1 

Number 

of  cases  b;y 

'  age  groups 

T 

Dtal 

16-17 

]R~19 

20-21 

22-23 

24-25 

Number 

Percent- 
age 

0  - 

Dollars 

24 

14 

16 

22 

17 

25 

5 

2 

2 

7 

3 

1 

4 
p 

7 
6 
13 
8 
8 
6 
4 

4 
1 

1 

1 

7 

4 
8 
5 
4 
3 
3 
6 
6 

1 

3 
2 

2 

p 

3 
6 
2 
3 

1 

1 

2 

1 
4 

2 

5 
2 

2 

2 

21 

19 

36 

30 

50 

18 

17 

18 

20 

17 

16 

2 

3 

2 

7.8 

25  - 

49    

7.1 

50   - 

74 

13.4 

75  - 

100   - 

~j  ZJ       • 

149    

11.2 
18.6 

150  « 

199    

6.7 

200  - 

249    

6.3 

250  - 

299    

6.7 

300  - 

399    

7.4 

400  - 

499    

6.3 

500  - 

749    

6.0 

750  - 

999    

0.7 

1,000  - 

1,249    

1.1 

1,250  ©1 

•  more   

0.7 

Average. 

114 

107 
78 

63 

17  5 

J146 

46 

24i 
182 

25 
506 

275 

l 

! 

21 

653 

500 
| 

269 

208 

120 

100.0 

XX 

XX 

Source  of  Money  Income 

Spending  money,  gifts,  and  allowances  from  parents  and  other  rela- 
tives were  the  major  source  of  income  for  55.2  percent  of  the  young  people 
interviewed  (fig.  3).   The  young  women  in  school  were  almost  wholly  de- 
pendent upon  this  source.   More  than  three-fifths  of  the  young  women  out 
of  school  and  the  young  men  in  school  received  most  of  their  income  from 
parents  and  relatives  and  two  out  of  every  seven  of  the  young  men  out  of 
school  were  dependent  upon  gifts,  spending  money,  and  allowances.   A  few 
(14.0  percent)  of  the  young  people  received  less  than  half  of  their  income 
as  gifts  or  spending  money.   The  most  frequently  reported  amount  from  this 
source  "by  young  men  was  "a  dollar  a  we'jek."   The  number  of  young  women  es- 
timating their  income  from  gifts,  allowances,  and  spending  money  as  "50  cents 
a  week"  slightly  exceeded  the  number  estimating  "a  dollar  a  week"  with  ap- 
proximately one-half  reporting  higher  or  lower  amounts  (table  8). 

Wages  for  work  at  home  or  a  share  in  the  farm  receipts  was  the 
principal  source  of  income  for  23.8  percent  of  the  young  men  and  1.5  percen4: 
of  the  young  women.  A  larger  percentage  of  the  out-of-school  youth  had  some 
arrangement  for  wages  or  share  in  the  farm  business  than  those  in  school. 
The  median  amount  received  was  $55  a  year  for  the  young  men  in  school  and 
$200  a  year  for  the  young  men  out  of  school.   Income  from  4-H  club  projects 


i 
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Young  men  in  school 


Young  men  out  of  school 


Young  women  in  school 


2.9 


Young  women  out  of  school 


Employment  away  from  home  -  -  -  - 
Wages  or  share  in  farm  "business  - 
Spending  money  and  gifts-  -  -  -  - 


IB 


-ESkv 


wm& 


Figure  3. — Percentage  of  young  people  who  have  received  the  major  portion 
of  their  income  from  the  sotirces  indicated. 
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Table  8. — Relation  of  source  to  amount  of  money  income 


1 

Young  men 

Young 

women 

Source  of  income 

In  school 

Out  of 

In  school 

Gut  of 

All 

1 

school 

school 

Wages  or  share  in 

I 

business  at  home: 

Percentage  reporting 

19.8 

34.7 

1.0 

3.7 

17.8 

,S55 

£200 

$25 

$115 

$178 

Employment  away  from 

home : 

Percentage  reporting 

51.0 

62.4 

15.fi 

43.0 

43.  2 

Median  amount 

$55 

$124 

$18 

$95 

$88 

Spending  money,  gifts, 

and  allowances  from 

parents  or  others: 

Percentage  reporting 

82.3 

42.2 

97.9 

79.4 

70.1 

$50 

$52 

|  $40 
i 

j  $35 
1 

$50 

in  vocational  agriculture  was  included  in  this  group.   The  most  frequently 
reported  .arrangement  was  where  the  young  man  received  the  income  from  a 
certain  acreage  of  tobacco. 

Almost  half  (45.8  percent)  of  the  young  people  interviewed  had  some 
employment  away  from  home  during  the  past  year.   It  was  the  major  source 
of  income  for  29.5  percent  of  these  young  people,  most  of  whom  were  out  of 
school.   The  amount  received  varied  from  $2  to  $2,330,  and  the  type  of  work 
from  shoveling  snow  to  teaching  school. 

Of  the  173  young  men  out  of  school,  108  (62.4  percent)  had  received 
some  income  from  employment  away  from  home  (table  9).   Of  the  22  who  re- 
ported farm  employment  on  an  annual  basis,  one-third  had  received  lodging 
and  one-half  received  some  or  all  of  their  meals  in  addition  to  the  money 
income.   More  than  half  (51.0  percent)  of  the  young  men  in  school  had  an 
income  from  employment  away  from  home. 

Housework,  teaching,  and  clerking  in  a  store  were  the  types  of  work 
most  frequently  reported  by  the  44.8  percent  of  the  young  women  out  of  school 
who  had  employment  away  from  home.   Some  of  the  in-school  young  men  who 
clerked  and.  helped  in  stores  worked  after  school  and  Saturdays  as  well  as 
during  vacations.   Only  15  (15.6  percent)  of  the  young  women  in  school  had 
received  any  money  for  work  done  away  from  home. 
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Tahle  9.— Extent  of  outside  employment  of  rural  young  people 


Type  of  work 

liumher  employed 

Usual  employment  situation* 

Young  men  out  of  school, 
173  records: 

Seasonal  farm  work. . . . 
Year— round  farm  work. . 

Carpentry  and  painting 

25 
22 
13 
13 
8 
7 

12  days   @  $1.00  a  day. 
12  months  @$16.50  a  month. 
10  weeks  @$12  a  week. 

8  weeks  @  $7.50  a  week. 
15  v/eeks  ©  $8.50  a  week. 

6  months  @$25  a  month. 

Young  men  in  school,  in 
96  records: 

Seasonal  farm  work. . . . 

28 
8 

22  days  @  $  1.00  a  day. 
100  days  ,@  $  1.00  a  day. 

Young  women  out  of 

school,  in  107  records: 

12 

8 
7 

22  weeks  @  $2  a  week,  hoard 

and  room. 
9  months  ©  $96  a  month. 
7-|  weeks  ©  $12  a  week. 

Young  women  in  school, 
96  records: 

6 
5 

22  days  ©  $.50  a  day. 

Caring  for  children. . . . 

10  days  ©  $.50  a  day. 
(evenings  considered  a  half 
day. ) 

*  Median  period  and  wage  for  type  of  work  reported. 
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Income  Other  Than  Cash 


All  the  young  people  in  school  received,  food  and  shelter  in  ad- 
dition to  their  cash  income.   Most  of  the  out-of-school  young  people 
received  food  (86.3  percent)  and  shelter  (30,6  percent)  in  addition  to 
their  money  income. 

Clothing  and  use  of  the  family  automobile  were  kinds  of  noncash  in- 
come which  young  people  frequently  received  (table  10). 


Table  1C. — Income  other  than  cash 


All  young  men 

.... -  .  ■ ! 

All  young  women 

Item 

1    '  ' 

16-17 1 18-20 
I 

21-25 

16-17 

18-20 

21-25 

Total 

Percentage  receiving 
Percentage  having  use 

85.1 
44.7 

60.5 

48.8 

29.0 
30.4 

97.4 
13.8 

74.5 
39.2 

61:.  1 
27.8 

72.4 
33.9 

Savings  and  Property 

Most  rural  young  men  had  saved  some  money  or .acquired  property. 
Forty-one  percent  had  life  insuranceZ/j  37  percent  had  savings  accounts, 
38  percent  owned  livestock,  24  percent  owned  automobiles,  and  7  percent 
owned  farm  machinery.   The  automobiles  and  farm  machinery  were  owned  mostly 
by  the  young  men  21  to  25  years  of  age  who  were  out  of  school.  Only  21  per- 
cent of  the  young  men  reported  no  savings  or  property  (table  11). 

A  smaller  percentage  of  the  young  women  than  of  the  young  men  had 
savings  and  acquired  property.   Thirty-five  percent  had  life  insurance, U 
22  percent  had  savings  accounts,  14  percent  owned  livestock,  and  3  percent 
owned  an  automobile.   There  were  43  percent  of  the  young  women  who  reported 
no  savings  or  property. 


7/  Much  of  the  life  insurance  was  in  $500  policies  that  had  been  taken  out 
for  the  young  people  by  their  parents. 


793-37 


-  19  - 


Table  11.— Savings  and  property 


Item 


Percentage  having 

Life  insurance.. 

Savings  account. 
Percentage  owning 

Automobile 

Livestock 

Parm  equipment.. 


Young  men 

Young  women 

16-17 

18-20 

21-25 

16-17  j 18-20 

21-25 

Total 

|  36.0 

44.2 

44.9 

37.9 

27.4 

36.1 

38.4 

'    36.0 
i 

38.4 

36.2 

25.0 

13.7 

25.0 

30.5 

7.0 

24.4 

52.2 

0.9 

3.9 

11.1 

15.2 

44.7 

34.9 

29.0 

16.4 

9.8 

11.1 

27.3 

2.6 



4.6 

15.9 

— 

- 

- 

3.8 

Social  Status  of  Rural  Youth 

Most  (92.7  percent)  of  the  in-school  young  people  belonged  to  at 
least  one  organization.   There  were  22  percent  of  the  out-of-school  young 
women  and  33  percent  of  the  out-of-school  young  men  who  had  no  organization 
affiliations  (figure  4  and  table  12). 

Church  membership  was  reported  by  almost  two-thirds  (64.8  percent) 
of  the  young  people  and  more  than  one-eighth  (13.1  percent)  were  members  of 
a  young  people's  organization  of  the  church,  such  as  Epworth  League,  Christian 
Endeavor,  B.Y.P.U. ,  and  Ottobein  Guild. 

Almost  two- thirds  (65.9  percent)  of  the  affiliations  of  the  out-of- 
school  young  people  were  with  the  church  and  young  people's  organization  of 
the  church.  The  4-H  club,  of  which  7.5  percent  were  members,  was  the  only 
other  organization  in  which  more  than  5  percent  of  the  out-of-school  youth 
held  membership.  Between  2  and  5  percent  of  them  belonged  to  each  of  the 
following:  Athletic  teams,  musical  organizations,  community  social  clubs, 
county  4-H  council,  lodges,  and  political  clubs.   Two  young  women  were  members 
of  home  demonstration  clubs  and  two  young  men  were  members  of  the  farm  bureau. 

The  in-school  young  people  had  about  the  same  church  affiliations  as 
those  out  of  school,  but  had  more  than  three  times  as  many  affiliations  with 
other  organizations.   Forty  percent  were  members  of  athletic  teams,  18  per- 
cent were  members  of  musical  organizations,  33  percent  were  members  of  school 
clubs  (such  as  dramatic,  Prench,  literary,  and  journalistic),  17  percent  were 
4— H  club  members,  and  26  percent  of  the  young  men  were  members  of  Future 
Farmers  of  America.   Some  of  the  high  schools  attended  by  the  young  people 
required  each  student  to  belong  to  one  or  more  organizations.   Organizations 
other  than  those  mentioned  had  less  than  2  percent  of  the  in-school  young 
people  as  members.   Twenty-eight  percent  of  the  total  young  people  in  school 
and  out  of  school,  had  been  associated  with  the  extension  service  through  4-H 
club  work.  Pleven  percent,  most  of  whom  were  in  school,  were  members  at  the 
time  of  the  survey  rand  17  percent  were  former  members.   Most  of  the  in— school 
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young  people  (84  percent)  .were  members  of  organizations  other  than  church, 
but  only  35  percent  of  the  out-of -school  group  had  organization  affiliations 
(church  excepted). 


Leadership  in  Organizations 

Some  leadership  material  was.  available  among  the  young  people,  as  a 
third  of  those  in  school  and  a  fifth  of  those  out  of  school  had  held  offices 
or  positions  of  leadership  in  organizations.  Wine  percent  of  all  the  young 
people  had  been  officers  or  leaders,  in  4-H  clubs,  7  percent  in  school  clubs, 
and  5  percent  in  the  young  people's  organizations  of  the  church.   The  church, 
athletic  teams,  and  Future  Farmers  of  America  had  provided  leadership  ex- 
perience for  from  1  to  4  percent  of  the  young  people. 

Attendance  at  Church,  Meetings, 
and  Social  Activities   .  . 

The  church  and -the  movies  were  the  two  social  activities  that  almost 
all  of  the  young  people  attended  frequently.  The  percentage  (94.5)  who 
rexsorted  having  attended  movies  was  larger  than  the  ijercentage  (90.0)  who 
reported  having  attended  church,  Sunday  school,  or  young  people's  society 
of  the  church,  but  the  average  yearly  attendance  at  church  was  47  times  com- 
pared with  31  times  for  the  average  movie  attendant. 

Dances,  parties,  and  picnics -were  attended  less  frequently  than 
church  and  movies.   The  87.7  percent  of  the  young  people  who  went  to  parties 
and  picnics  attended  an  overage  of  11  per  year.         The  average  at- 
tendance at  dances  was  19  times  a  year  for  the  55  percent  of  the  young 
people  who  attended.  ■  ■ 

Taking  part  in  athletic  contests  and  attending  games  as  a  spectator 
were  frequent,  activities  for  those  in  school.   Sixty  percent  of  those  in 
school  reported  having  played  in  an  average  of  14  games  a  year,  and  78  per- 
cent reported  having  watched  an  average  of  17  games.   Seventeen  percent  of 
the  out-of-school  group  played  in  axx   average  of  16  athletic  contests  and 
62  percent  watched  12 "games  apiece. 

Fifty-eight  percent  of  the  young  people  in  school  and  26  percent  of 
those  out  of  school  attended  the  meetings  of  organizations  other  than  the 
church  or  Sunday  school.   The  average  yearly  attendance  was  34  times  (table 
13).   Considering  all  the  social  activities  that  have  been  mentioned,  the 
average  out-of-school  young  person  attended  107  events  a  year  and  the  in- 
school  person  attended  139  or  30  percent  more.  .Many  of. these  activities, 
particularly  church  and  movies,  offer  the  individual  little  or  no  opportunity 
for  self-expression.  The  average  out-of-school  young  person  attended  37 
events  other  than  church  and  movies  in  a  year.   Those  in  school  averaged  65 
attendances  at  events- other. than  church- or  movies,  or  80  percent  more  than 
those  out  of  school. 
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Problems  of  Rural  Young  People 

To  determine  what  problems  young  people  were  facing  in  their  own 
lives,  each  person  interviewed  was  given  a  list  of  18  problems  with  blank 
spaces  where  he  could  add  other  problems  to  the  list.  He  was  asked  to 
check  each  problem  in  one  of  three  columns  headed  "Most  important",  "Of 
some  importance",  and  "Of  little  importance." 

The  wording  of  four  of  the  problems  presented  proved  unsatisfactory. 
The  rating  given  the  other  14  problems  showed  considerable  variation. 


Table  13. — Attendance  at  social  activities 


Item' 


Church  or  Sunday  school: 

Percentage  attending 

Average  number  of  times 

Movies  and  theater: 

Percentage  attending 

Average  number  of  times 

Dances: 

Percentage  attending 

Average  number  of  times 

Parties  and  picnics: 

Percentage  attending 

Average  number  of  times 

Athletics: 

Percentage  participating 

Average  number  of  games , 

Percentage  attending  as 

spectator , 

Average  number  of  games.  . , 

Meetings: 

Percentage  attending , 

Average  number  of  times , 

Total  number  of  times  the  average 

individual  attended  social 

activities  during  a  year 


Young  men 


In 

School 


93.8 
44 

99.0 
26 

54.2 
20 

89.6 
9 

65.6 
14 

87.5 
19 


Out  of 
school 


132 


83.2 
40 

91.3 
33 

54.9 
21 

82.1 
10 

21.4 
17 

65.3 
13 


56.2  .  24.; 
36    :  19 


99 


Young  women 


In 
school 


96.9 
49 

96.9 
33 


13 

91.7 
14 

56.2 

14 

68.8 
14 

59.4 
48 


Out  of 
school 


146 


91.6 
57 

93.4 
32 

57.0 
21 

91.6 
11 

10.3 
15 

57.0 
11 

28.0 
26 


120 


Total 


90.0 
47 

94.5 
31 

56.1 
19 

87.7 
11 

35.0 
14 

68.6 
14 

39.0 
34 


120 


Considering  all  the  young  people  interviewed,  "Opportunity  to  earn 
money"  was  the  most  important  of  the  14  problems  and  "Insufficient  spare 
time"  was  the  least  important  (fig. 5).   The  other  12  were  between  these  two. 
Seven  in  addition  to  "Opportunity  to  earn  money"  were  checked  as  "Most  im- 
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portant"  by  more  than  25  percent  of  the  young  people  interviewed.   "Op- 
portunity to  earn  money"  was  a  "Most  important"  problem  to  61.2  percent  of 
the  young  people.   "Opportunity  to  enter  chosen  vocation"  and  "Additional 
education"  were  given  the  "Most  important"  rating  "by  50.6  percent  and  48.3 
percent  respectively.   The  percentage  who  gave  a  "Most  important  rating  to 


Problem 


Opportunity  to  earn  money 
Opportunity  to  enter 
chosen  vocation 


Additional  education. 


Finding  a  job 

Opportunity  for  travel... 
Developing  a  more 

attractive  personality. 

Choosing  a  vocation 

More  opportunities  for  rec 

reation  and  social  life 
Some  personal  use  of 

automobile 

How  to  become  more 

popular  with  the  girls. 
How  to  become  more 

popular  with  the  boys.. 
More  freedom  in  making 

personal  choices 


Lack  of  good  clothes 

Insufficient  spare  time.. 


^M^i^SHl 


mmMm^m^, 


Percentage  of  young  people 
10   20   50   40   50 


^y///yy/yyy//yy'--'//y\^-:' ■■  -■'  '•  >;- "•■^^••wh 


■^y/y/zi//^//^^^i;,L^±^ 


mmwm 


'-mm-K-  '  -  i 


■  /////,  ■■;i:~:iT:-  ;-.\-  • 


Percentage  of  young 
people  reporting 
■oroblems  as: 


Most  important-  yyyyy 

Of  some        t^&^t 
importance  -  IM^^ls 


Figure  5. — Problems  of  all  rural  young  people. 


the  following  problems  was:   "Pinding  a  job",  42.8  percent;  "Opportunity 
for  travel",  40.9  percent;  "Developing  a  more  attractive  personality",  38.1 
percent;  "Choosing  a  vocation,"  33.5  percent;  and  "More  opportunities  for 
recreation  and  social  life",  29.4  percent. 
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By  evaluating  each  check  in  the  "Most  important"  column  as  2  and 
each  check  in  the  "Of  some  importance"  column  as  1,  it  is  possible  to  de- 
termine the  relative  importance  of  the  various  problems  (table  14). 

The  differences  between  the  young  men  and  young  women  and  the  dif- 
ferences between  the  in-school  and  out-of-school  groups  are  not  great.   The 
problems  of  the  16-17  year  olds  are  only  slightly  different  from  the  prob- 
lems of  those  who  are  older.   This  may  be  true  because  the  problems  that 
are  most  serious  with  young  people  arc,  in  part,  life  problems  that  are  not 
peculiar  to  any  particular  age  or  economic  level. 


Table  14. — Relative  importance  of  the  various  problems 


Relative  importance  to  the 


Problems 


xpung  men 


Young  women 


In 
school 


Out  of 
school 


In 
school 


Out  of 
school 


Total 


Opportunity  to  earn  money 

Opportunity  to  enter  chosen 

vocation 

Additional  education 

Opportunity  for  travel 

Developing  a  more  attractive 

personality 

Finding  a  job 

More  opportunities  for  recreation 

and  social  life 

Choosing  a  vocation. 

Some  personal  use  of  automobile... 
How  to  become  mere  popular 

with  the  girl s. , 

How  to  become  more  popular 

with  the   i:>oys 

More   freedom  in  making  personal 

choices 

Lack  of  good  clothes 

Insufficient  spare  time 

Total 


11.5 

10.5 

11.0 


7.9 
8.9 

7.4 
6.1 
5.4 

5.3 

4.6 

4.4 
3.3 
4.1 

100.0 


12.9 

9.5 
9.8 


7.6 

7.7 
6.9 
5.7 

5.7 

4.6 

4.2 
4.2 
3.5 


10.4 

11.1 

10.2 

9.5 

9.8 
8.3 

6.6 
7.3 
6.6 

5.8 

4.2 

4.6 
3.3 
2.3 


12.3 

8.2 
7.9 


Q 


O 


10.5 
8.8 

8.9 
6.5 
5.3 

6.6 

3.5 

3.7 
5.6 
2.7 


11.9 

9.8 
9.7 
9.3 

9.2 
8.3 

7.7 
6.7 
5.8 

5.8 

4.2 

4.2 
4.2 
3.2 


100.0   !  100.0 


100.0 


100.0 


"Opportunity  to  earn  money"  and  "Additional  education"  were  slightly 
more  important  items  in  the  problem  situation  of  young  men  than  of  young 
women.   "Developing  a  more  attractive  personality"  was  slightly  more  im- 
portant to  the  young  women  than  to  the  young  men. 


793-37 


-  26  - 


Ihere  were  three  prbleins  that  were  relatively  more  important  to 
those  out  of  school  than  to  those  in  school.   The  three  were  "More  op- 
portunities for  recreation  aii&  social  life",-  "Opportunity  to  earn  money", 
and  "Developing  a  more  attractive  personality."   To  those  in  school,  "Op- 
portunity to  enter  chosen  vocation"  and  "Additional  education"  were  a 
somewhat  more  important  part  of  the  prohlem  situation  than  for  those  out 
of  school. 

In  the  problem  situation  of  the  young  men  out  of  school  "Opportunity 
to  earn  money"  was  considerably  more  important  than  other  problems.   The 
next  four  problems  in  order  of  importance,  were  "Additional  education",  "Op- 
portunity to  enter  chosen  vocation",  "Opportunity  for  travel",  and  "Develop- 
ing a  more  attractive  personality." 

The  young  men  in  school  rated  "Opportunity  to  earn  money"  as  the 
most  important  single  problem  in  their  problem  situation  but  it  was  only 
slightly  more  important  than  the  next  three.   These  were  "Additional  educa- 
tion", "Opportunity  to  enter  chosen  vocation",  and  "Opportunity  for  travel." 

The  young  women  in  school  had  five  problems  of  almost  equal  import- 
ance. They  were  "Opportunity  to  enter  chosen  vocation",  "Opportunity  to 
earn  money",  "Additional  education",  "Developing  a  more  attractive  person-"  " 
ality" , '  and  "Opportunity  for  travel." 

The  relative  standing  of  the  various  problems  in  the  problem  situa- 
tion of  the  young  women  ottt  of  school  was:   First,  "Opportunity  to  earn 
money";  second",  "Developing  a  more  attractive  personality";  third,  "Oppor- 
tunity for  travel";  and  fourth,  "More  opportunities  for  recreation  and 
social  life." 


Organization  Interests 

Young  People  Want  to  Join  an  Organization 

Most  of  the  young  people  interviewed  .answered  "Yes"  to  the  question 
"Would  you  be  interested  in  joining  with  others  of  similar  age  in  forming 
a  group  to  consider  matters  of  common  interest?"   The  percentage  of  each 
group  that  gave  affirmative  answers  to  this  question  was: 

Young  women  in  school 96.9  percent. 

Young  men  in  school 94.8  percent. 

Young  women  out  of  school. . .91.6  percent. 
Young  men  out  of  school 83.2  percent. 

Each  individual  who  was  interested  in  joining  a  group  was  asked  to 
indicate  "oy   1,  2,  3,  4,  or  5  the  five  types  of  interest  he  would  prefer  the 
group  to  center  around.   The  topics  listed  were  as  follows:   Vocational  op- 
portunities and  choice  of  vocation,  public  problems,  music,  dramatics,  lit- 
erature, public  speaking  and  debate,  successful  farming,  homemaking  problems, 
social  activities,  hobbies,  athletics,  and  personality  development. 
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Program  Interests  of  Young  Men 

"Athletics"  was  the  type  of  interest  checked  "by  the  largest  number 
of  young  men  (fig.  6).   However,  it  was  not  checked  as  an  interest  of  first 
importance  as  frequently  as  "Successful  farming"  or  "Vocational  opportuni- 
ties and  choice  of  vocation."   "Music",  "Public  problems",  "Social  activi- 
ties", and  "Personality  development"  were  the  other  types  of  interest  that 
were  checked  by  30  percent  or  more  of  the  young  men. 

"Successful  farming"  is  the  most  vital  interest  of  the  out-of-school 
young  men,  with  30.0  percent  checking  this  topic  as  of  first  importance. 
It  was  checked  as  of  first  importance  by  18.8  percent  of  those  in  school. 

"Vocational  opportunities  and  choice  of  vocation"  is  the  most  vital 
interest  of  the  in-school  young  men  with  28.1  percent  checking  this  topic 
of  first  importance.   It  was  checked  as  of  first  importance  by   12.7  percent 
of  those  out  of  school.   Although  the  total  number  who  checked  the  "Voca- 
tional opportunities  and  choice  of  vocation"  as  a  topic  in  which  they  were 
interested  was  slightly  less  than  the  number  who  checked  "Social  activities", 
45  percent  of  those  who  checked  the  vocation  topic  checked  it  of  first  im- 
portance 9  whereas  only  7  percent  of  those  who  checked  the  social  topic 
checked  it  of  first  importance. 
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?ype  of  interest 


Successful  farming 

Vocational  opportunities 
and  choice  of  vocation. . 


Athletics. . 


Music 


Public  problems 
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Hobbies 


Public  sneaking  and  debate 


Personality  development, 


Dramatics, 


Literature 


Homemaking  problems, 


Out 


Out 


Out 


Out 


Out 


Out 


Out 


Out 


Out 


Oui 


Out 


Out 


In  school 
of  school 

In  school 
of  school 

In  school 
of  school 

In  school 
of  school 

In  school 
of  school 

In  school 
of  school 

In  school 
of  school 

In  school 
of  school 

In  school 
of  school 

In  school 
of  school 

In  school 
of  school 

In  school 
of  school 


'//. ■'/ ////  / ■  / ■>-  .  •  -  ;  -.■:/<•  ^   ,'--   .-::,-■ .'  .-■•.  .-:  ■■■?  ■'- ..-,"  ' 


^V-^%^.>^^;^'^^Jr--^^jr^>^^.^i^^- 


Percentage  of  young  men 

io aa  •  so m so 


T^ 


TO 


*U,-  ,.  ■ 


^ 


< .- £  .;*>'-Y:'-!--!.  :■'■   "^^y^^y') 
I       ' 


i 


i 


.'. ~ ..'.""'-TI^'"\-~V-  .,  Q -•;-■•  ;v-'T  • .'. 


c^kvdM  Sating  interest   as 

tm  importance  -       W%M 
Rating  interest   as 

2,  3, 4,  or  5  in __ 

importance  -  m&£&£^- 


,     .-.i^.v,;,' ^-T! 


Figure  6. — Program  interests  of  young  men  who  would  join  an  organization. 
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Program  Interests  of  Young  Women 

Five  types  of  interest  were  checked  by  more  than  50  percent  of  the 
young  women  (fig.  7).   Ihey  were  "Homemaking  problems",  "Music",  "Social 
activities",  "Personality  development",  and  "Athletics. "   "Music"was 
checked  of  first  importance  "by  21.2  percent  and  "Homemaking  pro bl ems"  Toy 
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Figure  7. — Program  interests  of  young  women  who  would  join  an  organization. 
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19.7  percent.  Although  only  29.1  percent  of  the  young  women  checked 
"Vocational  opportunities  and  choice  of  vocation",  44  percent  of  those  who 
checked  it  (12.8  percent  of  all  the  young  women)  considered  it  as  of  first 
importance . 

The  out-of-school  young  women  had  a  greater  interest  in  "Music" 
and  "Homemaking  problems"  than  those  in  school.   The  in-school  group  were 
more  interested  in  the  vocational  topic  and  athletics, 

SUMMARY  AND  CONCLUSIONS 

The  most  serious  problems  of  the  young  people  interviewed  were 
"Opportunity  to  earn  money"  and  "Opportunity  to  enter  a  chosen  vocation," 
"binding  a  job"  was  also  a  serious  problem.   These  are  economic  problems. 
However,  the  fact  that  the  median  cash  income  was  $40  for  the  young  women 
and  $78  for  the  young  men  who  were  16  and  17  years  of  age  tells  only  part 
of  the  economic  story.   Most  of  these  young  people  were  receiving,  in  ad- 
dition, food,  shelter,  and  clothing.  Based  upon  the  data  in  this  study  they 
could  look  forward  to  an  annual  increase  in  cash  income  approximately  20  per- 
cent. A  third  of  all  the  young  men  out  of  school  had  some  arrangement  for 
wages  or  a  share  in  the  farm  business  and  received  a  median  cash  income  of 
$200  from  that  source. 

A  group  program  sponsored  by  the  extension  service  could  in  part 
satisfy  the  needs  felt  by  the  young  people  when  they  indicated  that  "Addi- 
tional education",  "Opportunity  for  travel",  "Developing  a  more  attractive 
personality",  and  "More  opportunities  for  recreation  and  social  life"  were 
problems  in  their  lives.   The  important  economic  problems,  "Choosing  a  voca- 
tion", "Finding  a  job",  "Opportunity  to  enter  a  vocation",  and  "Opportunity 
to  earn  money"  could  not  be  so  easily  solved  by  a  group  program. 

However,  there  is  need  for  an  extension  program  with  out-of-school 
unmarried  rural  youth  in  Maryland,  as  only  11.1  percent  of  those  interviewed 
were  members  of  an  extension-service  organization.   The  need  for  an  exten- 
sion program  is  emphasized  by  the  fact  that  there  were  65  percent  of  the  out- 
of-school  young  people  who  had  no  organization  affiliations  (church  excepted) 
and  that  the  principal  social  activities  of  this  group  were  attendance  at 
movies  and  church.  Eighty-six  percent  said  they  would  like  to  join  with 
others  of  similar  age  in  forming  a  group  to  consider  matters  of  common  in- 
terest. 

The  extension  program  for  out-of-school  unmarried  youth  in  Maryland 
should  provide  for  young  people  16  years  of  age  and  older.  The  number  who 
are  16  and  17  years  of  age  exceeds  the  number  who  are  24  and  25  years  of  age. 

The  program  should  be  designed  to  appeal  to  those  who  have  had  little 
or  no  high-school  training,  as  only  37  percent  of  the  out-of-school  unmarried 
rural  young  people  are  high-school  graduates  and  40  percent  had  received  no 
high-school  training. 
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Instruction  in  agriculture  should  be  an  inrportant  part  of  the  pro- 
gram  for  the  young  men,  "because  only  19  percent  had  studied  agriculture  in 
high  school  and  because  50  percent  indicated  "farmer"  as  their  first  occu- 
pational choice.  When  asked  what  type  of  program  they  were  interested  in 
having  an  organization  center  around,  30  percent  rated  "Successful  farming" 
as  first  choice  and  an  additional  29  percent  checked  it  as  one  of  the  five 
topics  that  they  preferred. 

Instruction  in  homemaking  is  of  interest  to  the  young  women.   Of 
those  out  of  school,  39  percent  indicated  "homemaker"  as  their  first  choice 
of  occupation  and  60  percent  said  they  would  probably  be  doing  housework 
during  the  major  portion  of  the  next  5  years.   Although  54  percent  had  taken 
home-economics  courses  in  high  school,  approximately  two-thirds  selected 
"Homemaking  problems"  as  one  of  the  five  topics  to  be  included  in  the  pro- 
gram of  an  organization. 

The  extension  program  for  the  out-of-school  young  people  in  Maryland 
should  be  broad  enough  to  be  of  interest  to  the  40  percent  of  the  young  men 
and  55  percent  of  the  young  women  who  wish  to  follow  occupations  other  than 
farming  or  homemaking  and  to  the  8  percent  who  have  no  occupational  choice. 
Program  interests  that  were  general  among  all  groups  of  young  people  were: 
Athletics,  social  activities,  music,  and  personality  development. 
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